
HHS AP Calculus AB - Summer Assignment 
 
Dear Prospective Calculus Students, 
  
Let’s talk about your calculus course for next year - you will be taking an Advanced 
Placement Calculus course. Let’s understand what these unusual names mean. The 
A.P. Calculus program started in the year 1956. There are three general topics into 
which all AP Calculus math problems fall: 
 
➔ A Topics: these are precalculus concepts. They use no calculus but are 

considered necessary to understand and master before a student can master 
calculus. 

➔ B Topics: these are comprised of the calculus concepts taught in a first-year 
college calculus course. 

➔ C Topics: these are the calculus concepts taught in a second-year college 
calculus course. 

 
So in a typical AB Calculus course, students will see problems including A topics and B 
topics.  In reality, all 45 multiple-choice questions and 6 free response questions on the 
AB exam are B topic questions.  They are designed to test calculus.  So, although A 
topics are not specifically tested, students still need to understand them. You need to be 
able to solve equations, add algebraic fractions, find logarithms, and find trig functions 
of special angles.  The C topics include sequences and series, polar, parametric and 
vector valued functions, and more advanced integration techniques. 
 
So, as a review, Mr. Stu Schwartz from Master Math Mentor has chosen 21 precalculus 
(A topics) that you really need to know before you start your calculus work. The topics 
were chosen because they pop up continuously in calculus examples.  These reviews 
will include a small set of example problems on each concept, and a related Khan 
Academy assignment to complete.  These will be available after the 4th of July, and 
should be completed before the first day of school when you return for your senior year.  
 
You must complete these reviews to take AP Calculus next year.  You can post to our 
google classroom site if you need help, or want to discuss problems with other students. 
Please take this activity seriously. Do well in this and you will have mastered all the 
precalculus you need for AP Calculus next year, and we can get off to a good start!!!  
AP Calculus is a rigorous, yet rewarding, math course.  Of all the AP exam courses that 
colleges review and value, AP Calculus has been consistently placed at the top of list of 



AP classes.  I may be biased, but I believe that students who do well in Calculus can 
pursue any degree program of interest, or any that are available at the top universities. 
#1: AP Calculus AB - #2: AP Calculus BC - #3: AP Chemistry 
 

Step 1 to DO NOW:  Join Google Classroom and enable notifications. 
Code to join AP Calculus AB for 2020-2021:  ov3leej 
 
Step 2 to do NOW:  Join Khan Academy class for next year.  If you do not have an 
account, login to school email, and then select join Khan with google. 
Code to join Khan Academy Class:  H444FW4U 

The following activities should be done after July 4th as a review. 

HHS AP Calculus Course Website 
https://sites.google.com/a/hartselletigers.
org/hhs-ap-calculus/ 

Link is posted in “Classwork” section of 
google classroom - explore the site and 
learn about AP Calculus AB. 

RU Ready Reviews A to U 
 
Khan Academy Practice Sets 

Read about each topic and review the 
examples provided in google classroom - 
make sure you work them through until 
you master the concept.  After each 
review - do the Khan assignment 
associated with the topic. 

RU Ready Practice Exam RU Exam 1 is a practice exam with 
solutions provided - review each problem 
and concept for understanding. 

Khan Academy - AP Calculus Final Review - An introduction to Limits - 
you must understand the concept of a 
limit when we get started next year. 

 

Have fun this summer, but do the summer assignments after the 4th of July. 

Believe me, a little studying this summer will save a lot of time this coming school 

year.  I look forward to taking the journey through Calculus with you next year, 

and I will be available various days during the summer for help…just post questions 

to our google classroom site!!!  AP Calculus is also a dual-enrollment course at HHS, 

with credit awarded by Calhoun for MA125 - Calculus I.  The cost of the course is 

around $600, and may be a great option for students in the AB course who only 

need one math course in college. 

  

Coach Bucky 
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